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A Monthly Journal devoted to Missionary Work in the Reformed Presby-

terian Church, U. S. A.

No. JULY, 1908. 7.

QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.

“MAKE ME A LITTLE CAKE FIRST.”*

Rev. Archibald McLean,

President of the Foreign Mission

Christian Society.

In the time of famine, Elijah was told

to go to Zarephath, for the Lord had com-

manded a widow there to sustain him.

Coming to the gate of the city he saw the

widow gathering sticks, and said to her,

“Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in

a vessel that I may drink.” As she went

to fetch the water he said, “Bring me, I

pray thee, a morsel of bread in thy hand.”

The widow replied, “As Jehovah, thy

God, liveth, I have not a cake, but a hand-

ful of meal in the jar, and a little oil in

the cruise; and behold, I am gathering

two sticks, that I may go in and dress it

for me and my son, that we may eat it and

die.” Elijah said, “Fear not; go and do

as. thou hast said; but make me thereof

a little cake first, and bring it unto me,

and afterward make for thee and thy son.”

This demand may wear a harsh and selfish

aspect
;
but it was not that. The prophet

of the Lord sought to test and to develop

her faith. He added, “For thus saith

Jehovah, the God of Israel. The jar of

meal shall not waste, neither shall the

cruise of oil fail, until the day that

Jehovah sendeth rain upon the earth.”

*A chapter talcen from “Where the

Boole Speaks.” The volume can he ob-

tained from the Fleming II. Revell Co. for

$1, and is worth far more than the net

price.

The widow believed God, and obeyed the

will of His servant, and she and he and her

house did eat many days. The jar of oil

wasted not, neither did the cruise of oil

fail, according to the word of Jehovah,

which he spoke by Elijah.

The thought in this story that needs

emphasis is found in the words “Make me
thereof a little cake first.” There is an

axiom to the effect that self-preservation

is the first law of nature. That may be

true; but if so, the question arises, “What
method shall be employed in preserving

ourselves?” Our Lord taught us not to

be anxious, saying, “What shall we eat? or

What shall we drink? or. Wherewithal

shall we be clothed ?” God knows that we

have need of all these things. If we seek

first His Kingdom and His righteousness,

all these things shall be added unto us. By
complying with the prophet’s command
the widow saved her own life and that of

her household, and secured the blessing

of God. Had she and her son eaten their

morsel alone, they would have perished

in the famine.

A LESSON FOR THE INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIAN.

There is a lesson
v
here for the individual

Christian. A child of God is not to put

in his claims first
;
he is to recognize the

priority of God’s claims. God is not a

beggar, asking alms or the crumbs that

fall from our tables. He is a preferred

creditor. We are stewards of His mani-

fold grace. What we have we hold in trust

for Him. We cannot honestly use trust
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funds to gratify the lust, of the flesh, the

lust of the eye and the pride of life, while

we give our leavings to assist His work

in the world. We are living in a period of

unprecedented prosperity. We are in

graver peril than were the people in the

prophetic age from “pride, fullness of

bread, and abundance of idleness.” What
were considered luxuries a few decades

ago are necessaries now. More than ever

before is there need of extraordinary stress

being laid on God’s claims, because they

are anterior to all claims of fashion and

society and appetite and vanity. "They are

of superlative importance. Mrs. Bishop

has well said that our scale of living is con-

stantly rising. “We decorate our lives till

further decoration becomes impossible.

Our expenditures upon ourselves are enor-

mous.” We are not any more comfortable

or any better off on account of our ex-

travagance and riotous living than we

were before. As a matter of fact, we are

not so comfortable or so well off. With

the clamorous demand of self and the

world, the call of God for His rightful

share is apt to be ignored or forgotten,

or all manner of ingenious excuses are

invented to silence the reproaches of en-

lightened consciences.

A LESSON FOR THE CHURCHES.

There is a lesson here for the churches.

Many congregations feel that they must

have elegant buildings and elaborate fur-

nishings
;
they must have rich frescoes and

pipe organs and costly music. When they

have provided themselves with all that

they need to eclipse and outshine their

neighbors, and have a good long breath-

ing spell, then they may do something to

give the gospel to those who are living

and dying without God and without hope.

That is a reversal of the divine order.

God’s law is, “Make me thereof a little

cake first.” The apostles evangelized the

Roman Empire without a choir or a pipe

organ or even a church building. This

great commission was given to eleven

men who had no money and no credit and

no social position. These men put the

Lord’s work first, and because they did

they were able to “kindle the fires of the

faith that burned down to the water’s edge

all around the Mediterranean and remade

the Roman world.” It is well to have

convenient and comfortable houses of wor-

ship and such other facilities as the people

of God need to serve God acceptably. But

every dollar spent in a vain show is a dol-

lar of trust funds misappropriated. In

one of our cities there is a negro church

that meets for worship in the basement of

a building belonging to other people. That

church supports a missionary on the for-

eign field. That church has made a little

cake first for the Lord, and to that church

He will say, “I was hungry and ye fed

me.”

GIFTS FROM PIN=MONEY BELITTLE THE LORD’S

WORK.

The world will never be won to Christ

by gifts from our pin-money. The mis-

sionaty enterprise is belittled and put on

a wrong basis when Christian people are

asked to save a nickel or a dime from their

cigars or from their chewing gum or some

other luxury. The Lord’s work is, or

should be, our first concern, and it should

be provided for first. After we have done

that we can minister to our own needs.

Our Lord did not give that which did not

cost Him anything. Though He was rich,

3
ret for our sakes He became poor, that

we, through His poverty, might become

rich. He gave Himself. The servant is

not greater than His Lord; the pupil is

not above His Teacher. Plain living and

high thinking and large giving should

characterize the followers of Him Who
said, “The foxes have their dens and the

birds of the air have their nests; but the

Son of Man has not whereon to lay His
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head.” If we believe this we can easily see

that luxury and magnificence and ele-

gance, while the world is -perishing in its

need and God’s work languishes, are out

of place. In a public address a speaker

intended to speak on the “Embellishments

of Human Life.” By a slip of the tongue

he called them “Embezzlements.” He
spoke more wisely than he intended. Our

Lord says, “Seek first the interests of the

Kingdom”—make me a little cake first.

He does not ask for the broken fragments

that remain after we have eaten to satiety;

He does not ask for our cheese parings

and pork rinds. We have no authority for

putting that last which He puts first, or

treating that as least which in His esti-

mation is greatest.

The evangelization of the world is de-

layed because Christian people put the

emphasis in the wrong place. We spread

a banquet for ourselves. We fill up to the

throat vith all that we desire. We gratify

every appetite and every taste and give to

carry on the Lord’s work what we never

miss and never feel. All the believers in

the United States give eight millions a

year for world-wide missions. This is a

paltry amount for the richest body of

people on the globe to give for the greatest

work on earth. There are single individ-

uals who could give the whole amount and

not know it. Because the primacy of

God’s claims is not recognized, we do not

honor Him with our substance and the

first fruits of all our increase.

GOD WILL NOT FAIL TO REWARD.
The widow of Zarephath did as she w’as

told, and she never lacked. Is not this the

teaching of the Word of God everywhere?

If we honor Him, He will honor us. When
a little band puts God’s claims first and

meets in an upper room or in a parlor or

in a shop, its success is relatively greater

and its joy completer than when it has

every comfort and every convenience, and

lacks the consecration and self-sacrifice

of the earlier times and the simpler equip-

ment. In many a cathedral, with all its

appliances there are few conversions and

little spiritual joy. The worshippers at-

. tend on Sabbath mornings and suffer an

artistic performance. But the hunger of

the soul is unfed and its thirst is un-

slaked. In earlier days when the claims

of Christ were given their rightful place,

they said, “This is none other than the

house of God, and the gate of heaven.”

There are those who make the Lord’s

cake first. One of the greatest religious

leaders of modern times was asked to make
a return of his plate to the government.

He said he had four silver spoons, and

that he would buy no more while so many
around him were in need of bread. An
illustrious Christian soldier gave his for-

tune and melted down his medals and gave

the gold. A man with an income of $10,-

000 lived on $1,000 and gave the re-

mainder. A teacher lives on half her

salary and supports a substitute with the

other half. Suppose all did so, the King-

dom of God would come in a day.

A QUESTION WE DO NOT NEED TO ASK.

When Elijah went up by a whirlwind

into heaven Elisha took up the mantle that

fell from him, and standing by the bank

of the Jordan, smote its waters and said,

“Where is Jehovah, the God of Elijah?”

He wanted the God that protected and

provided for and honored Elijah to do

as much for him as his successor. We do

not need to ask that question. We know

that God is not far from any one of us.

We know that He is able and willing to

increase our meal in the jar and our oil

in the cruise. He has been doing that

ever since. But it has been for those who

acknowledged His claim first.

A TYPICAL INSTANCE.

It would be easy to multiply instances.

One typical illustration will suffice. The
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not very encouraging
; however, we de-

cided to try it. I quoted the text, ‘Make
me a little cake first, and then make for

thyself and thy son/ The experiment was

tried, and we had a very successful and in-

spiring meeting. Strange to say, within

a few weeks I got a letter from a gentle-

man saying he would be delighted to give

us a thousand pounds toward the new
church. A short time after he sent us five

hundred pounds, and before long the

church was built, and there is a flourish-

ing church congregation in that very

place. I do believe that this instance il-

lustrates a great and true principle that

‘He that watereth others shall be watered

also himself/ ” The promise of God is

this, “Give, and it shall be given unto

you
;
good measure, pressed down

; shaken

together, running over, shall they give

into your bosom .” The promise holds if

we give first.

###
The Men’s Missionary Convention, held in Philadelphia, Feb. 11-13, was an event of

extraordinary significance. The very fact that some 1,700 men should have come to-

gether at their own charges to spend several days considering their personal responsi-

bility and that of their churches to the foreign missionary work of the Church is in

itself remarkable. But when it is remembered that between the calling of this

convention and the assembling of it an unprecedented financial panic had oc-

curred, the fact is all the more remarkable. The large majority of those in

attendance were business men. A railroad official, sending a substantial check

as an expression of the uplift which he had received from the convention, de-

scribed it as “the grandest of any kind I have ever attended, with interest and enthusi-

asm sustained longer and better than I ever dreamed of. It must portend great things

for ihe Master/’ One man w7ho had been contributing $200 a year informed his pastor

that he could be counted upon henceforth for $1000. Another man said to his pastor

:

“I have never done my duty in this. Here is a check for $500, and I am going to

measure up to this.” Another man in the same church said that he was going to

multiply his gifts by five .—Bulletin Presbyterian Board.

A novel and interesting ceremony was held in the city of Hang-chow lately. The

opium pipes and trays collected from the closed opium dens of the city were built up

into two big pyramids on a spur of the City Hill and burned in the presence of a

great concourse of people. At another place a similar ceremony was performed in

front of the temple of the city god.

—

Rev. Geo. Owen.

bishop of Blandaff gives a chapter from his

own experience as follows: “I do feel

very strongly that we cannot afford to do

without missionary work for the food of

our own souls. I believe that our own

spiritual good is bound up in it, and, if

we neglect our duty to this, we are neglect-

ing the first duty to the Christian Church

and lowering our own ideal of the Chris-

tian life. I would just mention one little

incident which happened in my former

parish. We had a great many districts

springing up. In one of these districts

we were very anxious to build a church.

There were no rich people living in the

place, and the difficulty was to raise the

money. We had been struggling and plan-

ning in some way or other of doing this.

I went to that district and proposed that

we should have a missionary meeting

there. I was met with the objection, ‘We

cannot possibly; we need all the money

we can get for our new church/ It was
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.
ABROAD.

FIELD REPORTS.
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 144.)

Asia Minor.

(CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 144.)

TOURING.

No touring has been done, excepting

trips to Tarsus and Adana and one or two

visits to Auba, just a little distance from

Adana. During the summer of 1907 the

writer, in company with Revs. J. Boggs

Dodds and S. H. Kennedy, made a trip

inland from Alexandretta, including

Aleppo, Idlib and other points. Some

preaching and talking were done on this

trip, which lasted nearly four weeks, but

it was not primarily an evangelistic tour.

Two Bible readers, men, have been em-

ployed throughout the year, and two

others, a man and a woman, for part of

the year. The most noteworthy feature,

perhaps, of their reports is that they agree

in representing the Fellahin eager for the

time to come when they will have free-

dom to welcome teachers to their villages.

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP.

During the year, four members have

been received on examination, three at

Adana and one at Tarsus, on the occasion

of communions held at those places March

8 and 22, respectively. Communion at

Mersina is set for April 12.

On the whole, although accessions to the

Church have not been many, and con-

ditions are far from being what we would

wish them to be, there are encouraging

signs, and we are not disheartened. We
desire the prayers of the Church that we

may be kept faithful and full of faith, so

that even though all indications should

seem to be against us, we may say, “Yet

wT
e will rejoice in the Lord, we will joy

in the God of our salvation.”

INDIRECT RESULTS OF WORK.
We close our report with an incident

that perhaps indicates that there are and

will be greater results from the labor ex-

pended on these barren fields, than we ever

dreamed of.

Last autumn two brothers, Protestants,

came from Mardin to Adana. For quite a

while they hunted in vain for work. At
last they applied to a Moslem agha, who
owns a village some hours from Adana.

He asked them, “What is your religion?”

“We are Christians.” “Yes, hut Chris-

tians are of many kinds. What kind are

you?” “We are Protestants.” “What!

Are you Metheny’s kind of Christians?”

“Metheny! Who’s Metheny? We never

heard of him.” “Why, Metheny of the

Protestant Mission at Mersina.” “Oh,

yes, yes. We know the Mersina Protest-

ants. That’s the kind of Christians we
are.” “Well, then, you’re just the kind

of men I want to work for me. I would

like to replace all the Moslems in my vil-

lage with Christians of that brand. Bring

your families and come along.”

They went, and have been working

there ever since, to the mutual satisfac-

tion, we understand, of employer and em-

ployees.

STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 31,

1908.

Native communicants in good

standing at beginning of year. . 65

Added during the year

:

By certificate 2

By certificate and examination . . 1

By examination 3
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By restoration 2— 8

Total native roll for year 73

Bemoved during the }*ear

:

By death 2

By certificate 1

By purging roll 3— 6

Present native roll 67

Under suspension . 3

Present in good standing. ... 64

Churches.

Mixed

Teachers

Pupils in field

:

Girls 104

Boys 224—3:

C. A. Dodds,

Secretary.

Cyprus.
The year ending with March 31 last was

an uneventful one. The usual routine of

work has been followed. My study of

BOYS' SCHOOL, MERSINA, ASIA MINOR.

Evangelists 2 Greek went forward tortoise-like, and

Bible readers : lately I have been preaching after a fash-

Male 3 ion “like a native,” which I am afraid is

Female 1— 4 not very flattering to the native.

Preaching places 3 church membership.

Schools : I conducted the Sacrament of the Lord’s

Boys’ 1 Supper six times—three each in Larnaca

Girls’ 1 and Nicosia.
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In Larnaca there was an accession of

two Greek women, wives of onr present

staff of workers; and of five Armenians.

In Nicosia one of our Greek members

who the year before had left the island,

unexpectedly returned and thus reinforced

the little band of members in that town.

DEFECTION.

I was unable to do any work in Kyrenia

owing to the defection of three out of our

five members there, thus creating division

and separation. These three have become

members of the sect known as “Plymouth

Brethren,” and refuse to have any rela-

tions with the Mission. The two remain-

ing members are opposed to these teach-

ings, but do not wish to create a scandal

in the town by having rival gatherings of

evangelists.

We did all in our power by correspond-

ence and repeated visits to have an amic-

able adjustment of difficulties and a recon-

cilement of the erring ones, but all efforts

were unavailing.

In Nicosia, at the beginning of the

year under review, it became necessary to

publicly suspend two of our members for

bad conduct. Another, a promising

youth, came back from college in dis-

grace. Is it any wonder that we were

downcast and tempted to be discouraged?

AN INTERESTING CASE.

The last part of the year, however,

brought an increase of members in Lar-

naca, and one most hopeful conversion.

A young man, an orthodox Greek, came

from Turkey to Cyprus, and began to at-

tend our school in order to learn Eng-

lish. He became interested in the truth,

and began to attend our church services.

Lately he has openly confessed his

Saviour, and expressed his desire to unite

with the Church. He is a young man of

independent means, and intends to open a

business. He has none to persecute him,

for he is a stranger to the town, and he

does not come to us from mercenary

motives, for he has money of his own. We
have hopes that he will be of great use

to the work.

CHANGES IN NATIVE WORKERS.
Our evangelist in Nicosia has succeeded,

with much difficulty, in finding other

work, and with the end of March ceased

to be a paid worker of the Mission. If

he succeeds in his new work he will prob-

ably be of more use to the Mission as an

independent maintainer of himself and

family.

Licentiate Dimitriades has been trans-

ferred to Nicosia to fill the vacant place,

and this, we think, will very much
strengthen the work there.

SCHOOL AND CHURCH WORK.
The attendance of outsiders at all our

services, both in Larnaca and Nicosia, has

been very poor.

The attendance at the day school here

in Larnaca was about the same as that of

last year, with an increase in the number

of Turkish boys, and a decrease in the

number of other nationalities. The in-

come from tuition averaged about the

same, with an increase in the sale of

school books, the totals being : For tuition,

£17 7s. lid.; for books, £17 5d., and

pupils, 48.

The total sales of Scriptures amounted

to £2 18s. 5d., and Sabbath collections to

£1 14s. Gd.

The net increase of membership was but

two, and if we consider that of the thirty-

three members on the roll, two are under

suspension, we have only thirty-one in

good standing. This is not very encour-

aging for all the money spent, and un-

doubtedly the same amount expended in

China would show many fold greater vis-

ible and spiritual results.

A boarding school would brighten the

outlook and enable us to solve some prob-

lems which otherwise appear insoluble, but
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the real solution will come only with the

outpoured spirit and the times of refresh-

ing from the presence of the Lord.

We are grateful to those friends who

have remembered us in their prayers and

by special gifts for the work in Cyprus.

We are thankful to our gracious Lord

for His loving care and for the excellent

health which all for the most part have

enjoyed.

STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 31,

1908.

Missionaries, 2 : One ordained minister

in Larnaca; one doctor of medicine in

Nicosia.

Native helpers, 6 : One ordained Greek

preacher, one licensed Greek preacher, one

Turkish teacher and interpreter, one

Greek evangelist, one Greek teacher, one

caretaker.

Native communicants, 33 : Two under

suspension.

Increase, 8.

Decrease 6 : 3 by defection and 3 by

non-attendance.

Net increase, 2.

Communions, 6 : 3 in Larnaca, 3 in

Nicosia.

Baptisms, 5 : 2 children of mission-

aries, 3 native children.

Schools, 1.

Pupils, 48 : 18 Turkish boys, 15 Greek

boys and 15 Armenian children.

Tuition from school, £17 7s. lid.

Sale of school books, £17 5d.

Sale of Scriptures, £2 18s. 5d.

Sabbath collections, £1 14s. 6d.

W. MeCarroll.

Tak Hing Chau, China.

Rev. A. I. Robb’s Special Work My
time for the past year, while on the field,

has been almost entirely occupied with

the training class. The school opened on

Feb. 26, 1907, with an attendance of five.

Four of these entered on their second year,

while one entered as a new pupil. One of

those in school the previous year was em-

ployed to teach in the boys’ school and

did not continue his studies. The branches

studied were: Old Testament, studies

in the Acts and Epistles, homiletics, his-

tory, arithmetic and Chinese classics.

My connection with the school tem-

porarily ended on May 2, as I left for the

home land on the 11th of that month. On
the return trip a little time was given to

instructing the outcoming missionaries in

the rudiments of Chinese, but for various

reasons, without any great system.

Peaching Tak Hing Oct. 17, school was

reopened Oct. 29, with all the pupils in

attendance. They had spent the summer
and fall in preaching and itinerating in

Lin Tan or about their homes. Owing to

the fact that at the time of our return no

suitable teachers could be found to in-

struct the newcomers, part of the students

gave half of their time to teaching, car-

rying a somewhat lighter programme in

school. While I think it was a success for

the missionaries, the work of the students

suffered under the extra burden. I dis-

missed school Jan. 2, and allowed them

to teach full time for one month. At the

Chinese New Year, Feb. 2, teachers were

employed for the missionaries and the

students released for study. The school

reopened Feb. 17. During the vacation I

made one trip to the country in company

with my brother. We visited four locali-

ties where we have members or inquirers,

and at all had good opportunities.

I also conducted daily public services in

the boys’ school building during the first

week of the Chinese New Year. These

meetings were well attended, audiences

averaging about fifty, and much interest

being shown by some. Without any invi-

tation on our part, women began to attend

these meetings and were allotted one side

of the house. The fact that their attend-
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ance excited no adverse comment from the

populace is itself a striking proof of the

passing away of prejudice and fear, and

that we are gaining the moral confidence

of this community.

It was my privilege recently to officiate

at the first Christian wedding yet held in

Tak Hing. It was witnessed by a large

number of people, and we are told that it

contrasted well in the minds of the people

with their own customs.

During the year I have paid a number

of visits to the lepers living in boats along

the river bank. Some of them have mem-
orized parts of the New Testament, and

all are friendly, but with no marked lean-

ing to spiritual things. I assisted at two

communions here in Tak Hing and con-

ducted one funeral.

A. I. Robb.

Rev. J. K. Robb’s Work My work
for the year just closing has been some-

what general in character. The Sabbath

morning services have been conducted by

me, with the. exception of a few days. Rev.

A. I. Robb and Rev. J. A. Kempf have

both rendered assistance at times when I

was not prepared to conduct the services

myself. It has been the aim to make the

preaching of the Word a means not only

of instructing the ignorant in the way of

life, but also of giving believers a broader

and more comprehensive knowledge of the

truth. The afternoon services, at which

the students in the training school speak,

are intended chiefly to reach the ignorant

and unbelieving. The attendance at all

these services has been a decided advance

over that of former years. One feature of

the attendance that merits special mention

is the increasingly large number of

women, doubtless the result of regular and

systematic work done among them. Dur-

ing the year there have been twenty-four

adult baptisms, and two of infants, the

latter being the children of missionaries.

The total increase in membership for the

year is twenty-four. The total decrease

is two, by death. The net increase is

therefore twenty-two, and the member-

ship now numbers seventy-five.

During the year we succeeded in pur-

chasing land in Lin Tan and Do Sing,

with a view to extending our field of work.

The most noteworthy fact about these pur-

chases is that they furnish us with a foot-

hold in new territory.

After the departure of Rev. A. I. Robb

for America, I conducted the classes in

the training school from the middle of

May until the last of June.

It was my privilege to officiate at a

wedding recently in the home of one of

our Christians, whose son, also a Chris-

tian, was taking to himself a wife. This

was an event of more than ordinary in-

terest for two reasons. One was the an-

nouncement by the bridegroom’s father,

just before the ceremony was performed,

that since his was a Christian home they

wished to celebrate his son’s marriage ac-

cording to Christian custom. The other

matter was the extreme youthfulness of

both bridegroom and bride, neither being

more than fifteen years of age.

The above-mentioned duties, together

with others, chiefly of a routine charac-

ter, one of which was the management of

the Mission’s finances, have served to oc-

cupy my time during the past year.

J. K. Robb.

The Town School and Reading Room.

—In last year’s reports you will remem-

ber reference was made to a building be-

ing erected up in the town. The building

to have three large rooms, which were to

be used for a preaching hall, a boys’ school

and a reading room. In March this build-

ing was completed, and on the 18th of

the same month the work of your Mission

was enlarged by the opening of the boys’

school and the reading room. Two
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months later the preaching hall was

opened for weekly services.

Mr. A. I. Robb had this work in charge

until May, when he sailed for home. Then
the oversight of the work fell into my
hands. Assisted by the students in the

training school, I conducted services in

the preaching hall every Tuesday evening.

The attendance varied from twenty to

forty. During the first term of the boys’

school there was an attendance of four-

teen. The second term there was an en-

rollment of twenty-one. The subjects

taught were Bible, Chinese classics,

Chinese Romanization, geography, arith-

metic and physiology.

Two hours a day were given to the

study of the life of Christ, and the mem-
orizing and explaining of portions of the

New Testament. During the second term

in the study of Romanized Chinese, the

text-books were the gospel by Mark, and

the well-known tract called “Thanksgiving

Ann.” So that practically for three hours

each day the boys were brought in con-

tact with Christian truth. Every morn-

ing I conducted opening exercises consist-

ing of singing, Scripture reading and

prayer. An hour of my time each day was

given to the teaching of Chinese Roman-
ization.

Dr. Wright gave two hours a week to the

teaching of physiology. All the other

subjects were taught by two native teach-

ers.

Three boys from the school were re-

ceived into the Church at our last com-

munion. One boy is from a heathen home.

The other two have Christian parents.

The reading room has not yet become

as popular as we would like it to be. This

is due to the fact that the one whom we

expected to look after the room is spend-

ing most of his time teaching. Usually

in the evening some men drop in to read

and talk with the Christian teachers, and

in this way give them an opportunity to

talk the Doctrine.

This first year’s work “up street” has

been mostly experimental. The results as

a whole give us much reason to be greatly

encouraged and cause us to have visions

of a work and possibilities limited only by

the lack of fitness on the part of the one

in charge.

Julius A. Kempf.

Girls’ School.—It is a good thing to

have had charge of some work in the girls’

school. We will always have a more in-

telligent interest in its growth and

progress hereafter. We have greatly en-

joyed our work among the girls, and are

sorry that those in the homeland cannot

know what a blessing there is in it, so that

we need not lack for teachers, in the dif-

ferent places where the doors are now
open.

It will be some time before Chinese will

be willing to spend as much money to ed-

ucate their girls as they spend to educate

their boys, but with each year we see

steady progress in this respect. With each

term we are also getting on a better basis

for helping the girls financially. It is

very hard to choose this one and that one

from a number of girls, alike needy, and

say, “Some believe-Jesus people in Amer-

ica are pleased to put this girl in school.”

It is not good for the girl thus chosen, ^

nor for others who fail to get the help.

But if we can say, “The school records

for the past term show that this girl and

that girl have been diligent and obedient

and therefore obtain help for the coming

month or half j^ear or year,” as the case

may be, it has a very different moral

effect.

SCHOLARSHIPS.

A monthly record is kept on these two

points, so that the standing of each girl

can be known at any time. There is ac-

count taken at the close of each month.
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and from the list of those who have no

marks against their conduct in these two

respects is chosen one whose rice is sup-

plied for the month following. We may
be able to increase the number of these

monthly scholarships by and by. It

proves a great help to the girls in their

behavior. We are willing to risk the re-

sults of a girl’s efforts who is diligent and

obedient. At the end of the half year we

take accounts of the term and from the

list of those who have no marks against

them for the term are chosen three who
will be admitted for the second half of the

year free of charge. We have a fourth

scholarship, which will be awarded to one

at the close of the present half year, if

such there be, who has no marks for the

two half-year terms, who will thus be ad-

mitted next fall on a whole year’s free

scholarship. Most of the girls are trying

hard, and during the half year just

closed four have succeeded in having a

clear record, and several others have but

one mark against them. So that we hope

soon to be able to assign a special girl to

those who are sending money for that pur-

pose. We have been obliged thus far to

help each girl a little, but are gradually

getting on a working basis, whereby the

girls will feel they have much to do in

securing the help applied to them. The
girls are all doing creditable work, and

most of them excellent. There is every

reason to hope that by the time teachers

who are sent out for the new stations, have

gained sufficient knowledge of the lan-

guage, and have a building ready, there

will be enough pupils from this school

able to assist them in teaching the girls

at the new stations.

A DIFFICULTY.

There is one difficulty that may obtain

for some time, namely, that those whom
we could most reasonably hope to see re-

main in the school long enough to get a

good foundation laid for life work, are at

times obliged to drop out for reasons that

appear to their people insurmountable.

Sometimes they are able to return later,

sometimes they cannot. For one home
congregation who is supporting a girl, was

chosen one 'whom we have known almost

as long as we have been here. She was

so anxious to get into the school, and so

very poor, that we felt sure she could stay.

By and by she was taken out, and not even

allowed to come to church, because her

future husband’s people objected. The

girl is not yet in her teens, but was sold

in childhood for this boy’s wife in order

to get money to bury her father. Although

she has not yet been sent to her future

home, we find these people have some

“say.” It was very discouraging to have

to write to those who were supporting her

and tell them how it seemed to end up,

but it had to be done. We are sure those

people over there must have held right on

to her and prayed for her, because later

her aunt took charge of her and said she

was to come back to school if we would

receive her, and that her “outside peo-

ple” were not going to interfere. She

was of course gladly readmitted, and so

far has not been molested. She is doing

good work in school, and was received into

Church membership at last autumn com-

munion. This is one of a number of simi-

lar cases, but we hope from this time on

to be able to assign ones definitely to those

who wish them so assigned. There are

some who say we need not assign any

special one to them, so their money can

be used to give partial assistance to as

ma#y as possible.

STUDIES.

Each pupil learns the characters and

commits the Christian three character

classic first after entering the school, also

the Lord’s Prayer, the Commandments
and other verses of Scripture. The gos-
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pel according to Mark and the four char-

acter classic are next taken up. From
this stage on there is daily reading and

study of the Bible as a part of the school

work. Other books are of a religious

nature, excepting geography, arithmetic,

history and physiology. Each girl is pre-

sented with a well bound copy of the

New Testament (costing ten cents gold)

as soon as she has committed in order the

names of the Books of the New Testa-

ment, and can find book, chapter and verse

when called on.

They are taught industrial work, such

as sewing Chinese clothes, knitting, piecing

and quilting quilts, housework, and gar-

dening, $nd each girl is expected to wash

her own clothing. Prayers are conducted

morning and evening. The girls attend

Sabbath school, and the Thursday Bible

study classes. They have Young People’s

prayer meeting on Sabbath evenings in

which the Christian women who are in

reach join.

GOOD RESULTS.

Three of the girls have been received

into the Church during the year, and

others are applicants. Eighteen Chinese

children and four married women have

been enrolled during the year. Four other

married women have attended the class in

Eomanization for an hour each day during

the last half of the fall term. After the

girls’ school closed for the summer a school

was conducted for two months for women.

This was taught by the teacher of the

girls’ school. In this, six women and three

girls were enrolled as day pupils. In all,

there have beeri. twenty-nine who have

come under the direct influence of the

school during a longer or shorter period

of time. Lei Lan Yung has done efficient

work as teacher, for which she receives her

rice and $2 gold per month. She is to be

advanced to a salary of $2.50 per month

and her rice from this time on. Her mar-

riage, the first Christian marriage in Tak
Hing, will give her a prestige now which

will be a great advantage, as she can go

and come without a chaperon, and can

chaperon the girls. She is now Mrs. Leung

Sin Shang. One of the girls who was in

school the first year and then did not re-

turn, was married recently to one of our

Christians from the boys’ school and was

quite willing for the Christian ceremony,

and has begun to come to church.

Leung Sin Shang has taught the writ-

ing of Chinese characters in the girls’

school during the past year.

Nannie G. Wright,

Kate McBurney,
Jean McBurney.

Study of the Bible with the Women.—
Since November last a number of native

women, who* are already Christian work-

ers, have gathered together on Friday af-

ternoon of each week to study the Old

Testament. We fdllow an outline pre-

pared by Mrs. Buchanan for Christian

Endeavor workers and translated into

Chinese by Eev. C. A. Nelson, of Canton.

It is hard work, but the women are much
interested and study with a purpose.

We are now studying in Leviticus about

sacrifices and feasts. We expect to finish

the books of Moses and review by the end

of March.

3Irs. J. M„ Wright.

Colporteur Work—During the year,

the Mission employed three colporteurs.

These men travel over our territory sell-

ing gospels, Testaments, Bibles and tracts,

and explaining the doctrine. Each col-

porteur gives a report of his work done

every month, and receives a new supply

of books. All are doing faithful work, as

far as we can judge.

The reported sales are not so large as

those of the previous year, owing to the

following reasons: First, there were four

colporteurs part of last year, whereas this
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year there were three. Second, the work

was done in a field that had previously

been gone over by them. Third, the rice

crops were not so good this year, conse-

quently money was not so plentiful. They

report the people as being attentive to

their explanations, and interested in the

“new Doctrine.”

The total number of sales for the year

by colporteurs is two Bibles, six New
Testaments, 5582 Gospels and Acts, and

905 tracts. Miscellaneous, 500 Gospels

and Acts, six New Testaments, two Bibles

and 200 tracts.

J. M. Weight.

Men’s Department of “Gregg Memorial

Hospital.”—The health of the foreign

members of our Mission during the greater

part of the year has been fairly good, and

there has been no serious illness.

The hospital and dispensary work is

steadily increasing. The number of the

in-patients has fallen off considerably dur-

ing the last three months of the year owing

to a death in the general ward. The

Chinese are afraid to stay in a house

where a death has occurred, as they think

“devils” inhabit the place for a long time

afterward. This superstition is one that

has to be dealt with in many parts of

South China, and one which has been

overcome in the older hospitals.

The usual religious services have been

held in the wards and in the chapel for

the patients and their friends. A very

pleasant occurrence was the baptism of

the two attendants at our fall communion.

This gives us Christian helpers. These

boys are very diligent in explaining the

gospel to the patients, and we hope that

their lives will be made a blessing in bring-

ing many to the light.

Dispensary has been begun at three new

places this year. They are Do Sing,

Koon Hai, and Ma Hui. The first has

been rather difficult to enter, but work has

at last opened up well. The last two

named now' give us the use of their tem-

ples in which to do our work. While we

are dispensing, our helpers sell gospels and

explain the Doctrine, and invite all to

come to the chapel to hear the preaching.

An attempt is being made to train a

nurse. The studies given are, as far as

possible, similar to those required at home.

Two hours a week are given to teaching

physiology in the boys’ school, and a short

course in physiology and hygiene was

given to the class in theology.

J. M. Wright.

Dr. Kate McBurney’s Report of Work
Among the Women.—From the beginning

of the year until April 25, my time was

taken up with jirofessional work, teaching

the class of inquirers among the women
on Sabbaths and Thursdays, a little work

in the girls’ school, and study of the lan-

guage. On the above date I was appointed

by the Mission to substitute for Mrs.

Wright in the girls’ school. After this

time I assisted my sister in the hospital

when I had leisure, and she assisted me in

the care of the school. This has made the

w'ork more varied than usual, but it has

been a very interesting and enjoyable }*ear.

ONE=DAY TRIPS.

Dr. Wright, my sister, and I have taken

turns in some one-day itinerating trips.

Three points are being visited, as we have

opportunity. Two of these are, respec-

tively, ten miles back among the moun-

tains. The third is Do Sing, fourteen

miles up West River. Usually one of the

three remains in charge of the work here,

while the other twT
o, with such Chinese

helpers as are available, make the trip.

We take gospels and tracts, medical sup-

plies and lunch, and are away all day. We
choose a market day, so that people from

a large surrounding district throng the

streets and thus have an opportunity to

hear of the Jesus Doctrine. Our methods
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of travel are variable and not always to be

relied upon, and as some of their market

da}T
s are on Sabbaths, we find it impos-

sible, as yet, to regularly announce our

coming. It is not unusual now to find

people from far off in the country, who
have been watching for us on each market

day until we come. These are usually

asking treatment for some one at home
who will have to be carried over the long

distance, and they must know when they

can find us. We try to arrange a meeting

time and place if possible. There are oc-

casional calls awaiting us when we arrive,

to go out into the country to see patients

too ill to be brought.

A TOUCHING INCIDENT.

One of these was a half hour’s walk out

into the country. They told us she was

past the skill of the Chinese physician

and had been given up to die. They said

she was scarcely able to speak. We found

the woman in extreme weakness and in

despair of ever being better. She could

answer our questions. We tried to en-

courage her, and left medicines to be taken

until our return; but she could not seem

to take in anything regarding her spirit-

ual needs. We urged her to rely on the

Father, and on Jesus as her Saviour. She

feebly nodded assent, but we had no evi-

dence that the subject was in the least

intelligible to her. Nothing seemed to

interest her, except our answer to her

eager question, “Can you heal me or not ?”

Five days later she was up and able to

meet us in the yard with a very happy

face. . She said she was almost well. She

insisted on our sitting with them while

she would prepare a meal for us. Her hos-

pitality was unmistakable, but we told her

we must hasten back to the boat, as we had

promised to meet some patients there in

a short time. A dozen or more of her

neighbors gathered in while we 'sat, and

gave attentive hearing to the gospel.

THE WOMEN OF DO SING.

While we know that there are those in

Do Sing who are not eager to have the

foreigner come there to live, yet so far as

I know, we have simply been let alone by

this class of people. Those who have any-

thing to say to us are cordial and respect-

ful in their treatment of us, and we never

have time to go to all the homes to which

we are invited. Did we not know the above

fact, we would certainly think every one is

happy to have us come. On one occasion

we were called into a house to open a large

abscess on a child four years old. On our

return the abscess was almost healed and

the whole household had been able to

sleep every night Since our visit. They

were most friendly and insisted on our

going in and talking more about the

Jesus Doctrine. I never saw untaught

Chinese women listen with more intelli-

gent attention. One of our Christian

Chinese women was with us, and we each

had a group of women and children in

different parts of the room. They listened

and asked questions, greatly to our satis-

faction. One woman said, “I wish you

people would come to Do Sing to live, so

you could teach us women. We are not

able to read this book for ourselves, and

we have no one to tell us.” I said, “Per-

haps the people of Do Sing would not be

pleased to have us come.” She quickly

replied, “There may be some, but it is

because they do not know you. We have

seen you passing our door ever since you

began to come, and have been longing for

some excuse to invite you into our house.

We do want to learn this Doctrine, but we

have no plan unless you will come and

teach us.” 'We told her of the new school

for women which is being erected where

they could come and learn this Jesus Doc-

trine without cost except their fare to Tak

Hing and their rice while here. They

showed much interest in all we told them.
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When at last we must go, in order to see

others who were expecting us, they agreed,

but insisted on our coming again to their

house each time we go to Do Sing.

ONE OF THE EARLIEST PATIENTS.

I mention these incidents simply to in-

dicate a few of the many doors that God
is continually opening before us. The

same conditions obtain in the homes of

those who have been hospital patients.

One of the earliest patients in the Little

Blanchie Houston Memorial Ward is

practically blind. She belongs to a large

class, and they are most cordial in their

welcome when we go to call. During the

first few weeks she was very exclusive, and

did not seem to care to make the acquaint-

ance of any of the other patients, and

plainly did not wish to hear the Doctrine.

A woman and her eight-year-old daughter

were sent to the hospital at this time by

Rev. Christopherson, of Lo Ting Mission.

They are both Christians. The little

child is blind of one eye, and we fear is

gradually losing the other one. By some

subtle attraction these two similarly af-

flicted ones got together and soon the little

prattler was leading “grandma” about on

the veranda and actually teaching her the

Commandments. After that they were

mostly together, and “grandma” became

greatly interested in the Doctrine. After

the little girl and her mother went away

the poor “grandma” was very lonely, and

when her grandson, who came at stated

times^ to prepare her meals, entered our

boys* school, she had to return home. She

insists on our calling on her as often as

we can, and we can always get a hearing

when we go. Had any one time to go once

a week to that home, a good number of the

wohien would gladly listen to the Doc-

trine. They are not yet sufficiently in-

terested to take time to come here, but

there are enough of them to justify a

weekly visit had any one time to go. Be-

tween one and two dozen children of school

age flock around us in the most friendly

way. Even those too small to go to school

are not afraid to climb into our laps.

A WELCOME FROM THE HIGHEST TO THE
LOWEST CLASSES.

At the home of the chief secretary of

the highest official, there are his wife, his

daughter-in-law and two half-grown serv-

ing girls, who would very gladly receive

us once a week. The doors of the com-

mon people are generally open to us, and

those who know us are usually glad to

hear the doctrine. In a number of the

villages near us are houses to which we

can go and in which we are received as

friends. It is a real pleasure to us to go,

and we wish we could go oftener.

The year has been full of opportunities,

and they are increasing all the time. There

is abundance of work for all who ar$ here.

The open doors challenge the Church at

home to send forth laborers until every

door is entered. Now is the accepted time

for China, if God’s people are willing, and

it will be the day of her salvation. Now
is the golden opportunity to seek for the

lively stones that are to be built up into

the spiritual house, “a chosen generation,

a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a pecu-

liar people,” that shall show forth the

praises of Him who hath called them “out

of darkness into His marvelous light.”

Kate W. McBurney.

Dr. Jean McBurney’s Report.—The
work of the past year has been very en-

couraging to us, even though we have

come far short of what we would like to

have accomplished.

My sister and I have had charge of the

women’s and children’s departments of

the hospital and dispensary, and this work

is increasing each year. As the Chinese

come to know that we have plans which

are much better than theirs, they become

more willing to trust themselves to the



160 News of the Churches.

foreigner, and sometimes come many miles

for treatment. Our work is largely among

poor people, and we do not require them to

pay unless they are able.

ITINERARY WORK.
We have spent a number of days in

itinerary work, and we find there is a

wide field for work of this kind. If we

could spare the time from the work at

home we would be able to reach many in

this way who would otherwise have no

opportunity to hear the gospel or receive

much-needed physical help. We cannot

do very much in one day, but we meet the

people and they get to know us, and in

several instances we have been able to per-

suade those in special need of treatment

to tome to the hospital, and here they have

opportunity to hear the gospel. Even

when they are here only for a short time,

they usually hear enough to awaken their

interest, and they come back from time

to time to hear more.

we have to visit the Chinese women in

their homes. They always give us such a

hearty welcome and seem so glad to have

us call and frequently invite us to tell

them about the Doctrine. There is work

of this kind to be done, which needs some

one who can give time to it. Many of the

women think they have not time to come

to meetings, and do not come until they

have learned something of the importance

of the Doctrine. They need some one to

go to them and get them interested, and

then they will come.

We are rejoicing that so many have

been sent out this year to help give the

light to those who are in darkness, not

only in this land, but also in other mis-

sion fields, and we hope that still more

will soon be sent, for the laborers are yet

very few as compared with the vast multi-

tudes who are waiting for us to tell them

of the true God.
i

Jean G. McBurney.

CHILDREN’S CLASS.

The children’s class has met regularly

on Thursday and Sabbath. One of our

Christian women conducted the meetings

during the summer vacation, and a young

woman from the girls’ school assists in the

class, teaching the smaller children. Five

members of the class are church members,

three of these having been baptized during

the past year, and several others have ex-

pressed their desire to receive baptism as

soon as they have sufficient knowledge.

Some of these belong to Christian fami-

lies, while others come from heathen

homes, where none of their people are in

sympathy with the gospel.

VISITING WOMEN IN THEIR HOMES.

We would like to have more time than

HOSPITAL AND DISPENSARY.
Women &

Men. Children. Tot’l.

Hospital patients .. . 63 42 105

Dispensary patients.1615 497 2112

Treatments 4131 5243 9374

Surgical operations. 69 68 . 137

Out calls 32 56 88

Obstetrical 3 3

Fees received (Mexican money) $84,284

Money expended ... 689.13

ITINERARY.

Number of trips 29

Number of patients 1377

J. M. Wright,

Kate W. McBurney,
Jean G. McBurney.

The Japanese Governor of Dalny, Manchuria, last year sent a Presbyterian mission-

ary and his wife to Shanghai, paying all expenses and giving them instructions to ex-

pend for him five thousand yen ($2,500) in the purchase of furniture for his official

residence.—Bulletin Presbyterian Board.
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ax home:.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON
HOME MISSIONS.

There have been placed in our hands

the Report of the Central Board of Do-

mestic Missions; the Report of Jewish

Mission; two items from the Report of

the Mission Conference relating to East

Craftsbury, Vt., and Content Mission Sta-

tion, Alberta, Canada; and item 13 of the

Report on Unfinished Business relating to

the ordination of E. J. Eeuersohn by the

Philadelphia Presbytery.

We note with gratitude the manifesta-

tion of divine favor in the growth of the

work in the various fields under the super-

vision of these Boards, and place on record

our appreciation of the self-denying labors

of those employed in these fields. The
Ceptral Board makes special mention of

the efficient services rendered by Miss

Mary Carithers in various departments of

the Indian Mission.

The connection of Miss Carithers with

the Mission was recently terminated by

her marriage to Mr. D. C. Ward, and it

is fitting that the Synod join with the

Board in recognizing her excellency of

character and her efficiency as a Christian

worker.

It is cause of encouragement and pro-

found gratitude that during the past year

the Jewish Mission has gathered first

fruits in the public profession of Jesus

Christ of two Jewish men, who recently

received the ordinance of baptism.

The filling of the vacancies on the

Board of the Jewish Mission caused by the

death of two of its members was referred

by Synod to the Committee on Nomina-

tions.

The items requiring action by Synod

are embodied in the following recom-

mendations :

1. That the Central Board be instruct^

ed to open a Mission among the Southern

Mountaineers, if the funds can be pro-

vided for this purpose.

2. That East Craftsbury remain under

the care of the Central Board for another

year.

3. That the care of Content Mission*

Alberta, Canada, be transferred to Color-

ado Presbytery.

4. That the cause of Domestic Mis-

sions be specially recommended to the

thoughtful consideration of the Church,

as it is one which requires constant care

and liberal support.

5. That the Philadelphia Presbytery

be instructed to proceed with the ordina-

tion of Licentiate E. J. Feuersohn if, in

their judgment, this procedure is war-

ranted by the circumstances.

R. C. Wylie,

D. H. Elliott,

G. W. Benn
Wm. Hogan,

Robt. McAfee,

Committee.

REPORT OF THE CENTRAL BOARD
OF MISSIONS.

In making this, our annual report, we

have to record the death of David McAl-

lister, D.D., LL.D., on June 13, 1907.

Dr. McAllister was elected a member of

the Board in 1888. During all these

years, he attended regularly our meetings,

except during the few months preceding

his death, when, on account of failing

health, he was but seldom able to be with

us. The Board has placed on record its

acknowledgment of the valuable services

he rendered to the Church and to the

cause of Christ, and its deep sense of loss

by his removal. At our meeting in July

Rev. F. M. Wilson was elected a member
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of the Board to fill the place made vacant

by Dr. McAllisters death. Rev. J. S.

Thompson, elected a year ago, took his

place as a member of the Board.

DOMESTIC MISSION.

Alberta, Canada—Rev. Wm. McFar-
land continued to labor in this field until

Aug. 1. He was followed by Rev. W. J.

McBurney, who remained for nearly six

months, leaving at the end of February.

Rev. J. M. Armour has been appointed

for the month of June. The prospects for

a steady growth are reasonably good. Ours

are the only religious services held within

a number of miles.

East Craftsbury, Vt.—We have noth-

ing new to report with reference to this

congregation. Mr. Crozier is still in

charge. On account of sickness he was

obliged to remain at home for a time. The

question as to whom the church building

and parsonage belong is still unsettled.

“The Mountaineers of the Southland.”

—Our corresponding secretary, by direc-

tion of the Board, obtained what informa-

tion he could with reference to this peo-

ple, the efforts made to better them and

the expense of inaugurating a mission.

We are glad to be able to state that, while

there is great spiritual destitution, the

churches, and especially those in the

South, are making an earnest effort to

provide for it. While the expense of

starting and carrjdng on a mission there

would not be great, the chief item being

the salaries of the workers, we did not

see our way clear to begin the work on

account of the financial stringency. We
refer the whole matter back to Synod.

Receipts for the year $11,042.49

Expenditures 11,743.90

Balance overdrawn 438.76

SOUTHERN MISSION.

The mission force at the present time

is as follows: Rev. A. G. Reed, Prof.

W. Bottoms, Wm. Anderson, Miss M. J.

Greer, Miss Sophia Kingston, Miss Mary
Willson, Miss Anna Simms, Miss Mar-

garet Martin, Miss Ella M. Hays, Miss

Anna McKelvey, Miss Isa Marshall, Miss

M. E. Fowler, Miss Augusta Buck, Mrs.

M. J. Robb, Mrs. G. M. Simms, Mrs. L.

Kynett. The school opened on Sept.

30, 1907, and closed on May 22, 1908.

The commencement exercises were held

on May 26. There was a graduating class

of five girls. The enrollment for the year

was 518. The prevalence of disease

—

measles, la grippe, etc.—in the homes of

the pupils, especially during the months

of January and February, kept many
scholars away. The financial troubles had

also a like effect. Many poor people were

unable to obtain emplo}Tnent. Money

was hard to get. The farmers who de-

pend on advances were not able to get

them this year. Children were taken from

the school in order to help earn a liveli-

hood for the family, while some were not

able to come at all. The health of the

teachers was exceptionally good. The

course of study continues the same. That

now in use seems to meet the needs.

The Bible work is much the same as

last year. In all the schools of the Mis-

sion, there was an average of 373 portions

of the Bible and questions in the Cate-

chism memorized during the year.

The average attendance at the morning

Sabbath school was 133 ;
at the afternoon

Bible class 126, and at the Christian En-

deavor, about 75.

Rev. J. S. Martin assisted at the

spring communion. Evangelistic services

were held previously in the school and

church. Considerable interest was mani-

fested. Three, Professor Anderson and

two young men, united with us, and sev-

eral others with the churches of which

their parents were members.

Industrial Department—Miss Fowler

continues in charge of the sewing depart-
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ment. There was an enrollment of 292

and an average attendance of 228. One
hour a week was given to the lower grades

and two hours to the higher. The financial

exhibit is not as good as it was a year ago.

Expenses were $74.16. Receipts, $54.48.

Net cost, $19.68. The hard times account

for the unsatisfactory showing in this as

in the other departments. There is quite

a stock of garments on hand, which can

be disposed of later. Miss Fowler taught,

in addition, the high school class in Eng-

lish history.

Miss Greer has the cooking depart-

ment. The higher grades are given this

course, spending one hour a week. The

enrollment was 80; average attendance,

72-. The expenses were $390.13
;
receipts,

$348.63
;

net cost, $41.50. Miss Greer

attended to the noon lunch, from the sale

of which a considerable sum was realized.

In addition, she had charge of the Latin

and the General History classes from the

high school.

In the carpentry department there

were an enrollment of 176 and an average

attendance of 163. The expenses were

$131.71; receipts, $88.29; net cost,

$43.42. Credit should be given for $15

worth of work on the school property and

about $40 for work done by Professor

Bottoms on the East Selma school build-

ing. The w'ork will be enlarged this fall

by the addition of blacksmithing and

wheelwrighting. Mr. Anderson, one of

our members, had training in this line

when attending the Indiana University.

He will have charge. He expects to spend

some time at the university this summer
fitting himself for his work. A portion

of the building in the Industrial Depart-

ment can be used for the new department.

Mrs. Reed has charge of the music. She

conducted the vocal instruction in the

upper grades as her health permitted.

Miss Isa Marshall rendered her valuable

assistance, as did also Professor Bottoms,

who organized and is the leader of a brass

band, which has quite a local reputation.

Mrs. Reed also assisted in other work.

Her health became so impaired that she

was obliged to leave for the North a few

’weeks before the school closed.

East Selma.—The school opened in the

rented building on Sept. 30, 1907, and

closed on May 20, 1908. Enrollment, 81

;

average attendance, 55. Total expenses,

including two months’ salary of teacher

last spring, $84.55. Receipts, $140.35.

The Sabbath school, which was held in

the afternoon, had an average attendance

of 70. The Loyal Temperance Legion met

once a month. The new building was oc-

cupied for the first time about the middle

of February. The lot, which is 176 by

130, cost $345.75. Total cost, not includ-

ing seating, will be about $2,271.34. The

building presents an attractive appearance

both within and without. Miss Kingston

has charge.

Pleasant Grove.—The building is too

small to accommodate all who would like

to attend the school. There is a seating

capacity for only about 40, while often

there was an attendance of 70 and some-

times of 90. Mrs. Kynett, who has charge,

urges an enlargement. Professor Bottoms

will make an estimate of the cost and re-

port. The expenditures, including cost

for addition to the house, were $78.63.

Receipts, $17.82. On account of hard

times, it was very difficult to collect the

tuition. The Sabbath school was well at-

tended. Mr. Reed preached here once a

month.

Valley Creek.—The Sabbath school,

under the direction of Mrs. S. F. King-

ston, has been held regularly during the

year. The congregation carries on the

work here. Notwithstanding some draw-

backs, Mr. Reed regards this as one of the

best years since his connection with the
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Mission. He calls attention to the spirit

of "loyalty to its interests manifested by

the teachers, which found expression in

the introduction of new lines of effort on

behalf of the pupils, and in self-denying

efforts to make them successful. These,”

he adds, "have given wide prestige and

attracted attention to our institution, and

at the same time have ministered to its

highest purposes.” Eeceipts for the year,

$7,040.86; expenditures, $9,503.81; bal-

ance, $1,694.21. We ask for this fund,

$5,000.

INDIAN MISSION.

The Mission force during the year was

as follows: W. W. Carithers, Superin-

tendent; Miss Mary Carithers, teacher;

W. S. Moore, care of Indian boys; S.

Coulter, broom-maker; Lloyd Ewing,

farmer; W. S. McAnlis, and Eina Mc-

Anlis, care of girls; E. S. Mcllhenny,

farmer; Lilly McKnight, teacher; Emma
McFarland, Apache worker; Anna Cole-

man, teacher; Mary Peoples, kitchen and

dining room for Indian children; Haddie

Dill, kitchen and dining room for whites

;

Minty Allen, laundress.

Miss Mary Carithers taught the junior

grade of the Indian school for the past

year. She has grown up with the Mis-

sion, and has good working knowledge of

the Comanche language. She has, on oc-

casion, taken charge of the work at the

Mission when there was a lack of work-

ers.

We take this opportunity of recognizing

her self-denying efforts for the Mission,

her interest in the converts, and her em-

inent Christian character, as she has re-

cently been united in marriage with D.

C. Ward, and retires from the service of

the Mission.

School opened Sept. 10, 1907, and

closed May 18, 1908. The enrollment

was 59. Total number of verses commit-

ted by Indian children, both grades, 20,-

168. The portions committed were the

parables, the miracles, Epistles of John
and a number of chapters in other places.

The Shorter Catechism was committed by

all in Grade 2, and by the A division in

Grade 1.

Instead of the regular Sabbath school

lesson, we took up regular Bible study

as outlined in the Blakeslee system.

Grade 1 studied the life of Christ. Grade

2 studied the founding of the early

church and the apostolic leaders, especial

study being given to the life of Paul, his

teachings and missionary journeys.

The children have been greatly interest-

ed in the study of these lessons, and after

the lesson they would write the story of

Paul and trace his journey on the map
which each had drawn in their note books.

The Books of Deuteronomy, Joshua,

Judges, Euth, I. Samuel and II. Samuel

to the twelfth chapter were read in the

daily Bible readings in chapel.

On Monday morning, the children in

Grade 2 would write what they could re-

member of the sermon they had heard on

Sabbath evening. As the sermons to the

Indians have been the study of the Old

Testament characters, this has been a

specially delightful exercise for them.

They have taken great interest in all

their school work, and are steadily ad-

vancing along the lines of common school

work. Two and one-half hours are given

each day to the Bible work. The after-

noons are given to regular school work.

The congregation now numbers 104.

Several of the workers, who held their

membership elsewhere, have united with

it. This, while not weakening other con-

gregations, greatly strengthened the work

of the Mission. Some of the members

live in Greer County, Oklahoma, and

Hutchison County, Texas, from 150 to 200

miles distant. These will likely be formed

into a station before long, which will of
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course decrease the membership at the

Mission.

An election of officers was held during

the }
Tear; both the Session and the Board

of Deacons were increased.

The white Sabbath school at Santiago

was held every Sabbath during the year,

except for a short time, when, on account

of the prevalence of a contagious disease,

it was suspended. In both it and the

white Sabbath school at the Mission there

was made a very successful effort to have

Bible verses committed. This was done

by choosing sides, each side aiming to

commit the most verses during the week.

jSTo prizes were offered, the rivalry seeming

to be a sufficient spur to cause even the

most negligent to make some effort.

The educated members, assisted by the

older Indians, who are more skillful in the

use of the language, are engaged in trans-

lating some of the Psalms into the

Comanche language. They are making

considerable progress and have a few of

them which they have put to tunes of

their own
;
also one Psalm which has been

arranged for one of our short meter tunes.

The good effects of the work of the

Mission are seen in the lives of those who

come under its influence. Mr. Carithers

calls attention to the fact that there is in

all the work a higher plane of spirituality

reached than has been known before, and

at one of the communions a call was made

on those that had not been living right

to meet with the session, and a number

who had been under process came will-

ingly. Some who had not been living

well, but who were still within the bounds

so far that they were not likely to be cited

to appear, came voluntarily, confessed that

they had been living far from God, and

wished to live better in the future. Time

has shown that this was really their de-

sire, and what they have been striving

for since.

In the contributions there has been a

great advance. Of course, the larger part

came from the white people, yet the In-

dians are learning to give systematically

and, for them, liberally. Some are mak-

ing an earnest effort to give the tenth, and

others are viewing it with more favor

than formerly. When it was first pro-

posed, it looked big.

Miss McFarland is still at work among

the Apaches. On Sabbaths she gathers

the Indians in the camps, usually at three

points, where she meets with them and

instructs them in the Sabbath school les-

son.

The equipment of the Mission has been

strengthened by the erection of a hay

barn for the alfalfa hay. The wooden

tank tower under the water tank, which

supplies water to all the buildings, has

been replaced by a stone tower, which

will also be a storage place for canned

fruits and vegetables, etc.

In closing his report, Mr. Carithers tes-

tifies to the “harmony and hearty co-

operation among the workers with any

plan that promises advancement to the

work of the Mission, and makes grateful

mention of the supplies sent by mission-

ary societies and individuals.” Eeceipts

for the year, $6,768.93; expenditures,

$8,798.89; balance overdrawn, $1,129.05.

We ask for this Mission, $5,000.

J. W. Sproull, Chairman.

A. C. Coulter, Secy.

W. J. Coleman, Cor. Sec.

Beligion, when deepest and most vital, will have little impulse or need to “tell its

experience.” Its experiences—all that are meant for the public—are as manifest as

ripened fruit which hangs to your sight and reach on the tree that has borne it.

—

W.

J. Potter.
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MONOGRAPHS.
PLAN OF WORK.

With heartfelt gratitude to our Heav-

enly Father for the manifest accept-

ance of and blessing on the work of the

Woman’s Missionary Society of the Pitts-

burg Presbytery, in the past, let us enter

on the coming year with greater zeal and

more thorough consecration in the Mas-

ter’s work.

PARLIAMENTARY STUDY.

We recommend the practical study of

parliamentary usages, especially that our

junior organizations be carefully trained

in this in preparation for effective and

orderly work in the senior societies.

MISSION STUDY.

Believing that as our knowledge of the

work of missions and the need of the dark

portions of the world grows, our enthusi-

asm will increase, your committee would

recommend that every society adopt the

Mission Study plan in some form.

TEMPERANCE.
Kejoicing in the progress of the tem-

perance cause, and recognizing the great

work yet to be done in bringing about

the overthrow of this giant evil, “the

liquor traffic,” we recommend hearty co-

operation with temperance organizations

in the promotion of temperance study, in

the diffusion of temperance sentiment and

in every proper effort for the enactment of

local option and prohibition.

PRAYER CYCLE.

Recognizing the power of prayer in the

furtherance of God’s work, and that our

efforts will be in proportion to our faith

and prayers, we recommend the continu-

ance of the Prayer Cycle as follows:

July, Syrian Mission; August, Indian

Mission; September, Domestic Mission;

October, Jewish Mission; November,

Southern Mission; December, National

Reform and Testimony Bearing; January,

Chinese Mission, Home and Foreign

;

February, College and Seminary; March,

our congregational work; April, World

Wide Missions; May, our Presbyterial

Convention and Synod; June, Aged Peo-

ple’s Home and Woman’s Association.

SALARY OF INDIAN MISSIONARY.

“To pray for a harvest and yet refuse

the seed for the necessary sowing would

be the height of folly. To expect an

abundant harvest while sowing with a

meager and sparing hand is to expect God

and nature to contradict themselves.” Re-

membering that our special work as a

Presbyterial organization is the salary of

the Missionary to the Indians, and that

our pledged contributions in the past have

not come up to the necessary amount, we

urgently recommend that all the societies

of this organization shall take immediate

and definite steps to meet their full share

of this obligation. Our performance

should certainly equal our promise.

PERSONAL WORK.
While praying in behalf of our mission-

aries and giving of our means to the

support of the work, let us not fail in the

giving of ourselves to personal effort for

the salvation of the men and women with

whom we come in daily contact. Our in-

difference and unwillingness in such work

is marvelous.

MOUNTAIN WHITES.

If in the judgment of Synod it seems

best to inaugurate work among the Moun-

tain whites, we as an organization hereby

express our willingness to co-operate in

some substantial degree in the prosecution

of such effort.

Mary M. Henning,

Mrs. T. H. Acheson,

Mrs. J. M. Allen.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

On Wednesday, May 27, 1908, the

Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian

Church met in the Third Covenanter

Church, Philadelphia, Pa. And, after an

excellent sermon by the retiring Moder-

ator, Rev. Thos. McFall, the court was

constituted, and the following officers were

elected : Rev. R. C. Montgomery, D.D.,

Moderator; Rev. J. S. Thompson, Clerk,

and Rev. Samuel McNaugher, Assistant

Clerk.

As the proceedings of Synod will soon

appear in its official Minutes, which can

be obtained from Mr. James S. Tibby, 411

Penn Building, Pittsburg, Pa., for 35

cents, Olive Trees will publish nothing

but what relates to the missionary opera-

tions of the Church, except to congratulate

the Church on the election of Rev. R. C.

Wylie to a professorship in the Theolog-

ical Seminary, Allegheny, Pa.

Part of Monday afternoon was devoted

to foreign missions, when Rev. J. Boggs

Dodds, who had just returned from labor-

ing alone for eighteen months in Suadia

with most encouraging results, delivered a

very impressive address. Rev. T. K. Robb

and Dr. Wright also spoke briefly, but ef-

fectively, of the work in their departments

of the Mission to China.

Tuesday afternoon the Missions under

the oversight of the Central Board were

considered, and their claims upon the

members of Synod in a number of inter-

esting and telling addresses.

The churches should study the Reports

of the Foreign and Central Boards, and

the recommendations of the Committees

on the Foreign and Home Missions.

Another xAmerican teacher is needed at

once at Latakia, Syria, and if she could

be ready to leave with Mr. R. E. Willson

and Miss F. May Elsey on Wednesday,

Sept. 23, 1908, it would be good news to

the missionaries in that field.

At the meeting of Synod, Tuesday,

June 2, 1908, the following resolution was

put on its Minutes

:

Whereas, The Rev. J. Boggs Dodds,

brother, minister, missionary, left his

family and congregation for two years of

missionary service in Syria, and, in all

conscientious fidelity, has labored for the

two years and with special manifestations

of the blessing of God upon his work;

therefore

Resolved, That this Synod places on

record its sincere appreciation of the sac-

rifices which he made in leaving his dear

ones behind, and of the still greater loving

sacrifices and consecration which his wife

and family made in giving the husband

and father to two years of service in that

far-away land; and that, as a Synod, we

rejoice with them in Mr. Dodds’ safe re-

turn, and in the abundant tokens of God’s

goodness and blessing upon the service

which they all have so lovingly rendered

to the cause of Christ.

Synod adjourned on Tuesday evening

with prayer by Dr. T. P. Stevenson

;

singing Psalm 133, and the Benediction,

to meet in Chicago, 111., May 25, 1909.

At the request of the Young People’s

Missionary Movement of the United

States and Canada, Olive Trees cheer-

fully makes the following announcement:

Conferences for Leaders will be held

this summer at Pertle Springs, Mo., June

12-19; Lake Geneva, Wis., June 23-July

1 ;
Whitby, Ontario, Can., July 2-9

; Ashe-

ville, FT. C., July 3-12; Silver Bay, U. Y.,
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July 15-Aug. 2;* Mt. Union College,

Alliance, 0., Aug. 11-19.

The exercises open each morning at 8

o’clock with a meeting for all those who

are deeply interested ill the choice of a

life-work. The claims of both home and

foreign missions are presented, though no

pressure is brought to bear upon the dele-

gates to decide for either of these forms of

life investment. It is a meeting seeking

to help young men and women to see light

on their personal problems.

The next period, lasting an hour and a

quarter, is devoted to mission study. The

whole conference is divided into small

groups, each in charge of a trained leader

in mission study. The courses of the

Movement, both in home and foreign mis-

sions, are used. The aim of these classes

is not only to interest and instruct, but

definitely to discover, encourage, and train

leaders of classes for the coming season in

the home churches.

This is followed by a period devoted to

the practical consideration of the prob-

lems of conducting missionary work in

Sabbath schools, young people’s societies,

and other organizations of the Church.

The last period each morning is a plat-

form meeting at which missionaries, from

many fields, and others give their mes-

sages to the conference.

*27m includes conference on Sabbath

Schools and Missions, July 15-23.

The afternoons are devoted wholly to

rest and recreation. No meetings are

allowed, and everything is done to have a

good, wholesome time in tramps and

games and general good-fellowship. A
competent director is in charge of all these

recreative features.

Two sessions are held each evening. At
the first this year there will be given a

series of lectures on the general topic,

“The Bible a Missionary Book.” These

lectures will be largely expository in char-

acter, and aim to show that the Bible is

designed to be a book of missionary effort,

not incidentally, but essentially.

This will be followed either by an ad-

dress on some missionary or devotional

topic or by a series of denominational

meetings. The latter seek to gather up

the lessons of the conference and apply

and adapt them to the peculiar needs of

each denomination as worked out by the

various mission boards.

To these conferences are invited all

those who are vitally interested in mis-

sionary education and who desire to com-

bine a splendid vacation with preparation

for a life of real service for the Master.

In each case those who are interested

should correspond with the secretary of

the denominational mission board with

which they are affiliated, or with the office

of the Young People’s Missionary Move-

ment, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York City.

The total receipts for Semi-Centennial Fund ,
up to June 8

,

1908, were
$10,171.34.

Our boldness for God before the world must always be the result of individual deal-

ing with God in secret. Our victories ove self and sin and the world are always first

fought where no eye sees but God’s.— Whitefield.

I do not care how or where I live, or what hardships I go through, so long as I can

gain souls for Christ.—David Brainerd.



FOREIGN MISSIONARIES OF THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 1908

Rev. Jas. S. Stewart ......

Rev. Andrew J. McFarland
Rev. Samuel Edgar

J. M. Balph, M. D
Miss Mattie R. Wylie
Miss Maggie B. Edgar
Miss Zada A. Patton

Rev. C. A. Dodds
John Peoples, M. D
Miss Evadna M. Sterrett

Miss Elma French

Rev. Walter McCarroll .......

.

Calvin McCarroll, M. D

Rev. A. I. Robb
Rev. J. K. Robb
Rev. Julius Kempf
Rev. R. A. Blair
Rev. William M. Robb
Rev. Ernest C. Mitchell

J. M. Wright, M. D
Miss Kate McBurney, M. D
Miss Jean McBurney, M. D
Miss Ida M. Scott, M. D
Miss Mary Lena Wilson

HOME MISSIONARIES OF THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 1908.

Rev. W. W. Carithers, Indian Mission
,

Apache
,

O. T.

Rev. J. G. Reed, Southern Mission
,

Selma
,
Ala.

Mr. William Carson, Jewish Mission
,

800 So. Fifth Street
y
Philadelphia

,
Pa.

POST OFFICE ADDRESSES OF TREASURERS.

Syrian Mission, Mission in China and Church Erection—Mr. Walter
T. Miller, 82 Beaver Street, New York.

Domestic Mission
;

Southern Mission; Indian Mission; Testimony
Bearing; Sustentation; Theological Seminary; Ministers’, Widows’ and
Orphans’ Fund; Literary; Students’ Aid—Mr. J. S. Tibby, 41 1 Penn Buildings
Pittsburg, Pa.

Jewish Mission—Dr. S. A. S. Metheny, 617 X. 43d Street, Philadelphia, Pa.
Aged People’s Home—Mrs. A. G. Wallace, 235 Fourth Ave., Pittsburg, Pa.
National Reform—Rev. R. C. Wylie, D. D., 810 South Avenue, Wil-

kinsburg, Pa.

„ Latakia, Syria .

» Mersina
,
Asia Minor.

Larnaca
,
Cyprus.

Nicosia
,
Cyprus.

Tak Iling Chau
,
West River

,

South China .
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JAMES S. TIBBY, 411 Penn Building, Pittsburg, Pa.

ROBERT L. McCLEAN Telephone, 416 Bryant

WM. McCLEAN’S SON
Undertaker and Embalmer

253 WEST 39th STREET
Notary Public NEW YORK

WILLIAM R. JENKINS,
*-ahli»lier, Boohseller, Stationer and Printer.

Publisher and Importer of FRENCH BOOKS,

851 <fc 853 SIXTH AVENUE,
N. W. Cor. 48th Street, INI ElW V O R K.

Card Engraving, Stamping, Wedding Invitations,

PICTURES AND F> I G T U R E FRAMING.
SEND FOR CATALOGUE.

Ttttph**, 2700 Worth. Eatabllahtd 1800.

The J. W. Pratt Co.

Printers and %

Manufacturing Stationers,

52 to 58 DUANE STREET, NEW YORK.

MACKEOWN’S *™G ROOMS

21 West 42d Street, New York Telephone, 2533 Bryant

1215 Bedford Avenue, bet. Halsey and Hancock Streets, Brooklyn, N. Y.

JAMES S. TIBBY, Sharpsburg, Pa.
SELLS THE FOLLOWING COVENANTEE LITERATURE

PSALM BOOKS (old and new versions), TESTIMONY, BOOK
OF DISCIPLINE, MINUTES OF SYNOD, CONFESSION
OF FAITH, GLASGOW’S HISTORY OF THE CHURCH,
TALES OF COVENANTERS, POETS and POETRY, RO-
MANISM ANALYZED, HISTORY OF THE TRIAL, 1891

— WRITE FOR PRICES


